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A remarkable account of an Hydrophobia, ina Ler-
ter from Dr Roger Howman, Flylician in Nor-
wich, to William Briggs M. D. Fellow of the
Coll. of Phyf. Lond. and Phyfician of St. Tho.

Hofpitall.

Szr.

Had long fince (if bufinefs had not prevented me,)
returnd you thanks for the Philofophicall Colleétions
you fent me; and therein, particularly, for your new
Theory of Vifion,{o highly rational & fatistactory. Among
yourmany other exact and curious obfervations, I can’t
pafs by that remarkable relation of the Hydrophobia(given
by the learned and ingenious Dr Liffer,) without ap-
plauding the curiofity of the obferver, in his moft exact
hiftorie of that difeas ; and havinglately had an oppor-
tunity of making fome remarks upon a cafe not much
differing (tho’ the occafion is more rare,) the biting of @
mad Fox ; 1 thought my felf obliged to fatisfie your curio-
fitie therewith (if worth reading,) as followeth.
On Wednefday atevening the 1. of Octob. laft paft
I wascalled to a patient in this City, who about ¢ weeks
before had been bitten with a mad Fox on the right hand;
he began to be indifpofed the Saturday betore with
running pains, yet fowell as to be abroad next day at
Church: on Munday his pains grew more troublefome,
and the day following, much worfe, efpecially, on his
right hand, arm,fhoulder and back, but not to confine-
ment: on Wednefday (Iknow not by whofe advice,)
he took a dofe of the common purging Ipirit of Scurvy-
grafs, which gave him 7 or § ftools, and made him very

faint, and weak ; foIfound him ;and complaining th;t
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hie could not ufe hisright hand(it beginning to be paraly-
tical,) tho’ his pains were much abated there, and where
elfe they had been moft treublefome ; only on the lower
parts, or {mall of his back, which {oon after vanifhed al-
fo. He told me hebled freely at the wounds the Fox had
made, and that they healed without any farther trouble,
than now and then alittle girding pain on that hand &
arm; and further faid, (to pleafe his friends,) he had
taken a white Powder of an Apothecarie, and believed
himfelf in no danger of what was feared (for I had dif-
covered the danger I apprehended in his condition:) tho’
the 4gue Pavor did not yet appear, his heat was much
encreafed and his Pulfe intermitted every sth or 6th
ftroak, buton the right fid: only; whichTagain and again
examind, finding no variation: healfo looked gaftly &
thin, but his Eyes {parkling and fiery. I prefcribed the
beft temperate Antifpafmodic and Antiparalytic Remedies
Iknew, tobe mixt with the {pecifics of common ufein a
Hydrophobia ; thus much on Wednefday at Night. Next
morning he complained his Night had been reftlefs, that
then he had wholly loft the ufe of hisright hand, and
tho' the painswere more abated, yet he was very hot,
and uneafie :_his Pulfe then was much ftronger, then over
Night, but intermitted on the right fide only as before,
his countenance was fomwhat more gaftly, yet his Veins
very full asin initio & augmento febrss,and no Hydrophobia
appearing; I advifed him tobleed 6 or 7 ouncesatthe
leftarm, (the right being paralytical,)and the continu-
ance of what I had prefcribed before ; he bled 8 ounces
very freely, theblood well coloured but very thick. This
on Thurfday morning: in the after noon goinginto the
Country to vifit fome patients, to whom I was preingag-
ed there, I could make no further obfervations till my re-
turn on Friday 6 at Night; not many hours before he
died. On Thur{day after Ileft him, the great Symptome
appeared, and in my abfence, another was conifulred
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who gave him many remedies. At my return his heat
was very great, and his Pulfe very high, and intermitted
then on both wreft's, and if any thing were offered him
to drink ftanding or fitting, he ftarted as if his head
would have fallen backwards off his fhoulders, but when
lay’d upon his pillow, could (tho’with great difficultie &
uneafinefs,) now and then get down a {poonfull: he look-
ed then very thinand gaftly, and feemed thy or afraid of
every body that came {uddainly near him, telling them
they Stifled him, or ftopt or hindred his breath in coming
{o haftily to him. Hisreafon was all a long very good,
and (as fome obferved,) better than in his health: his
voice was broken and imperfe, as theirs whofe tongue
and other organs of fpeech are growing paralytical, thus
at 6 a clock Fryday at Night. I faw him again at 1e
that Night when all Symptom’s were growing worfe ;
yet he could then walk out of one Chamber into anether,
with very little help,but between 12 and 1 next morning
he died, withoutany convulfive motions,fighs or groans;
asifin a moment, there had been a totall paralyfis . Thus
as briefly and as plainly asI could, you have the rela-
tion;from whence it’s moft obfervable,1.that as the pains,
(which were like thofein a Rheumatifm,) abated, the
paralyfis and feaver increafed. 2dly.As the feaverincreaf-
ed,the intermiffion of the Pulfe grew more frequent, tho’
the Pulfe were much ftronger ; but why it intermirted
firtk on but one fide, is not eafily accounted for. 3.That
the imperfeGtion of Voice, as well as the difficultie of
fwallowing were the effects of the paralyfis, may. proba-
bly be allowed, & bea fatisfactory reafon why the Perfon
Dr.. Lifter mention’s, could not #/z the Quill which was
given him to fuck with. 4. That his thin gaitly afpect,the
defe@ of fpiritsand zonze vigeur (it T may fo call it, was
from a paralytical Original, isnotunreafonable to con-
jeGture. 5. That the paralyfis chiefly affected the mui-
cles of the head and upper parts, may be partly colle¢ted
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from his inability to hold his-head ftéady at the approach
of any liquor ;. the fear thence rifing, caufing him to
tart, and hishead fo to fall backwards, asif it would fall
off histhoulders. 6. And that his lower parts were lefle
affected, is'probable ; becaufe,2 or 3 hoursbefore he died,
he could walk out-of one Chamber into another, even
when his voice was hardly intilligible. Some Queries
offer themfelves from what's written, it’being a fubject
never yetwell confidered of : but T have not time now. to
name them, nor to be longer troublefome then to tell
youIam,

Norwich

Str Your humble Servant
Fon. 27,1684,

Roger Howman.
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